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The Salem witch trials were referred to as the series of hearings and trials of the people who indicted of witchcraft in colonial Massachusetts between 1692 of February and a year after with a month of May (History, 2019). In this trial, there were more than two hundred people were indicted and nineteen of those were found guilty, while the remaining were executed by hanging. The colony that known the trials were just an error and rewarded the families who were sentenced. Furthermore, as the hysteria spread throughout colonial Massachusetts, the court also summoned in Salem in order to hear the cases. 

As per Baker (2014), “in 1692 the omnipresent threat was witchcraft.” These were recognized in Salem in which either marginalized associates of the community of the powerful families leading the witch quest. In this trial, there are some factors which affect the mass paranoia and traffic deaths, a recent influx of refugees which trying to escape the war of King Williams, and especially the threat of attack from Native American tribes (Schnoebelen, 2009). The political instability and threat to the religion of puritans, who had left England, made a feeling of apprehension and discontent in Massachusetts. The trials were a response to a threat to overturn the church and undermine the country. There are almost between 144 and 185 witches and wizards that had been named, specifically there were nineteen men and women that hang. The reign of terror in American burned itself though it would tolerate emblematically for centuries. It has been said that when they deceive ideologically, it is necessary to remove it when absolutism threatens to encase them (ASKSmithsonian, 2019).

The reason why there was a Salem Witch Trials was unknown but still, there was a possible number of causes. Theories like epilepsy, ergot poisoning, conversion disorder, disease unusually cold weather, and family rivalries and fraud, were suggested. These were the modern theories that some people believed will elaborate what really caused the Salem witch trials. Though the exact cause of the Salem witch trials remains disputed, there were certainly underlying themes at play. There are some afflicted had seen the attacks of Native American. And certainly, the threat may have a great impact on the hysteria as it is perceived that post-traumatic stress occurred because they witnessed those terrifying attacks (Brooks, 2011).  The origin of Salem Witch Trials belief in the supernatural in regards to the practice of devil in offering certain humans, who considered as witches, the power to harm others for their payback for loyalty that had emerged in Europe and colonial New England. Bear in mind that our generation is not safe from the potential risk of legal failings and mass hysteria, thus it is necessary to keep an eye against it. Our generation is not immune to the potential threat of mass hysteria and legal failings; we must guard against it (Starkey & Huxley, 1949).

Some people in Salem were affected by the wars in many of the Salem immigrants from the war. There is one theory suggested by Emily Oster that there is the more simple answer to what caused the Salem witch trials, and this was the cold weather theory which was stated above. In this theory, Oster uttered that there is a strong connection between the periods of cold weather and the occurrences of maltreatment of the witch. It was believed that witches control the weather so that they destroyed the crops. It has been said that they should keep an eye on since they believed that witches were the reason why poor people suffered from poor harvest considering the poor weather. Those witches should be recognized and must investigate. Another theory suggests that women started to act suspiciously after they became scared by a game about predicting the information about an individual’s life. Children in Salem time were banned from all leisure and games, and we should spend their time doing household chores and studying the word of God in the bible (Rosenthal. 1995).
Adding to this is that the identity of Puritan maintained by the residents of Salem Village which is a crucial component to know how the individuals in that trial responded to the threat of witchcraft in a way they did. They asked the whole community of Massachusetts and residents of the said village to accept particular clusters of convictions on and responses to the threat. In principle, constructing how Puritans respond to the threat, the three ministers, Increase Mather, Cotton Mather, and Samuel Parris wrote to convince themselves in their audiences that witchcraft was real (History, 2019). It is a must for the Puritans to believe that witchcraft was real and the listeners should trust that there is God who is in control so that the religious leaders would have their audiences to accept the fact that anyone was possessed by one of the confederates of Satan. In doing so, they should not forget that God holds a larger plan and respond by faith and worship (Hill, 2014).
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